December 2, 2008

To:  H.E. Mr. Neven Jurica
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Croatia to the United Nations
820 Second Avenue, 19th FI.
New York, N.Y. 10017

Cc:  United Nations Security Council Member States

His Excellency Ambassador Jurica:

On December 3, 2008, the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) will brief
the United Nations Security Council on the ICC’s work, including on the situation in
Darfur. As Darfuri diaspora leaders, we are writing to urge the Republic of Croatia, as
president of the Security Council during the month of December, to lead the Council’s
member states in expressing your support for the ICC’s critical work to investigate and
prosecute war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide in Darfur.

Over the last five years, we have joined our brothers and sisters inside Sudan and
particularly Darfur to work for security, peace and justice for our people. Despite our
own efforts and our calls for help from the international community, the humanitarian
and political crisis in Darfur has only worsened. Our people remain without adequate
protection from peacekeepers, and we have little hope that the AU-UN Hybrid Operation
in Darfur (UNAMID) will be able to fully deploy and provide that protection within any
reasonable time frame. We similarly have limited hope for political settlement in the near
future, as a comprehensive peace process inclusive of civil society will require time and
thorough preparation. The ICC’s work in Darfur therefore represents our best chance at
fulfilling a great hope of our people: justice and accountability for crimes in Darfur. We
believe that without justice and accountability, Sudan will be unable to achieve a lasting
peace.

Over the last several months, the Government of Sudan and its allies have attempted to
make a case to U.N. Security Council member states that allowing the ICC to continue its
investigations in Darfur would threaten efforts toward peace and security there. We have
watched every step of their campaign, and we adamantly reject their arguments. No one
should ask Darfuris to relinquish their right to see perpetrators of the most heinous crimes
in Darfur held accountable. This is especially true when the regime pledging peace at the
expense of accountability has broken nearly every promise it has made over the last five
years — most recently declaring an unconditional ceasefire in Darfur, then violating it
repeatedly within days. We Darfuris know the Khartoum regime’s history far too well to
believe these empty gestures designed to mislead the international community.
Suspending the ICC’s work in Darfur would not only compromise justice and



accountability, but would sacrifice a vital component of sustainable peace and security in
Sudan.

As Darfuri diaspora leaders, we have previously written to the U.N. Security Council
expressing our support for the ICC’s cases against Ahmed Haroun and Ali Kushayb and
for its case against Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, and we continue to support those
investigations. We also welcome the ICC prosecutor’s recent announcement of his third
case against rebel commanders allegedly responsible for the killing of African Union
peacekeepers in Haskanita (South Darfur) in 2007. While it is clear to us that the
Government of Sudan bears ultimate responsibility for unleashing this genocide on our
people, we firmly believe all parties responsible for attacking civilians, humanitarian
workers and peacekeepers in Darfur must be held accountable for their crimes.

We call on the U.N. Security Council to recognize the great opportunity that the ICC’s
work presents for Darfur — not only for ensuring justice and accountability but for
obtaining a lasting peace for our people. The Security Council must respect the
independence of the ICC and allow it to continue its work. Furthermore, the Security
Council must condemn the Government of Sudan’s increasing threats of retaliation
against civilians, humanitarian workers and peacekeepers in Darfur, and make clear that
such attacks will not be tolerated. Anything less will only embolden the Khartoum regime
to break more promises, flout international law and continue their deadly business as
usual.

As leaders of the Darfuri diaspora, we ask you to hear and respect our voices — and more
critically, those of our relatives in Darfur — as we call for justice and a lasting peace.

Sincerely,

Leaders of Darfuri Diaspora Organizations and Communities

Mohamed Abdel Rahman
Darfur Association of Illinois

Elnour Adam
Darfur Rehabilitation Project, Inc.

Ahmed Adam Ali
Darfur Association of Colorado

Niemat Ahmadi
At-Large Member of the Darfuri Leaders Network in the U.S.

Mansour Ahmed
Fur Cultural Revival



Sulieman Ahmed
Darfur Association of Houston, TX

Amal Allagabo
At-Large Member of the Darfuri Leaders Network in the U.S.

Abdou Ashour
Darfur People’s Association of lowa

Mastora Bakheit
At-Large Member of the Darfuri Leaders Network in the U.S.

Mahmoud Braima
Darfur Association in the United States

Bushara Dosa
Darfur People’s Association of New York

Bashir Gamous Abdelrasoul
Darfur Association of Texas

Suliman Giddo
Darfur Peace & Development

Ibrahim Hamid
Darfur Alert Coalition

Fatima Haroun
At-Large Member of the Darfuri Leaders Network in the U.S.

Hamza Ibrahim
Darfur Community Development Organization

Mansur Isak
Darfur Farmers Aid

Bashir Ishag
Darfur People’s Union

Elgasim Ishag
Darfur World Relief

Suad Mansour
At-Large Member of the Darfuri Leaders Network in the U.S.

Ahmed M. Mohamedain



Darfur Call (The Hague)

Adam Omar
Darfur Association of Nebraska

Badawi Osman
Darfur Working Group

Marwa Salah Eddin
At-Large Member of the Darfuri Leaders Network in the U.S.

Elgasim Salih
World Relief Organization

Abdeljabbar Seddik
Western Sudan Aid Relief in the U.S

Bakheit Shata
Darfur Community Organization (Nebraska)

Mohmamed Yahya
Damanga Coalition for Freedom and Democracy



